THE

WEDDING SCHOOL
THE MYTH OF PERSONAL PROJECTS



I'M A PHOTOGRAPHER

That's my JOB

I've built a business shooting for others

Weddings support my life, my mortgage, my kids,
and will support my eventual retirement

| treat wedding photography as a job and a career,
not a hobby or a great passion

I've been doing this for fifteen years, and I'm good
at both shooting and running a business




AM | AN ARTIST?

| never thought so

| figured | was a businessperson in photography,
not a photographer in business

| liked weddings, but never OMG LOVED LOVE
| never got nervous or excited about weddings
| always figured 1t was just a job

...and that's okay!




EVERYONE IS DOING IT

Everyone talked about the personal projects they did to alleviate the
stress of work

Work didn’t stress me out, because It was just my job
| didn't feel like | needed the creative outlet. I'm not an artist, remember?
The thought of doing a personal project just felt like more work

...IThat | wasn't getting paid for

What was the point anyhow?




< WHO HAS TIME FOR THIS?

| was building my business

| was making sure my business was stable

| was moving my business across the country
| was raising my kids

| didn't have time to spend away from work

| could have prioritized it, but It wasn't my
priority. | didnt NEED 1t!










WHAT DO YOU
LIKE?






WHAT DO YOU
?







STEP ONE : DANCERS




STEP TWO : BIG FISH




STEP THREE :
SPRING AWAKENING
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UNEXPECTED SIDE EFFECT...

| met great people

Don’t underestimate how meeting great people can change you and
Improve your mood

| was out In the world Interacting, not sitting behind the computer

| was a collaborator, not a worker for hire. This was huge, and an
enormous morale booster

| was creating with people, not trying to force creation

| looked forward to work







UNEXPECTED SIDE EFFECT...

| learned new ways to engage with my subjects while collaborating
Those skills spilled over into my wedding work

My wedding work started to get better

| started seeing joy In people, instead of seeing people as jobs

| valued my work more. Sometimes | am a photographer for hire.
Sometimes that's okay!

| valued myself more
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WHAT IF NOTHING
CALLS TO ME?




DON'T FORCE IT

Thisisn't a job. Thisisn't going to the gym. You don't have to force
yourself to do it because It's good for you. It's not kale!

Go out and live your life. Love people. Have hobbies. Stop caring about
whether you are or aren't an artist

Learn everything about everything. Read books. Listen to other people
speak. Watch the news. Turn off the news. Go to the movies. Learn
because you love learning.

When a little spark touches you, grab it and follow it




YOU CAN SPEND YOUR
CAREER WORKING FOR
OTHER PEOPLE



...BUT YOU HAVE TO FIND
AN OUTLET FOR YOURSELF
THAT'S .
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